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Art Unit: 2841 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 12-13 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Dienst [US 6,225,566]. Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dienst 
[US 6,225,566]. 

Regarding claim 1, Dienst discloses a support member (figure 3), comprising: 

- a support panel (42, figure 6); 

- a retention element (20) for use in mounting an associated component (40) to 
the support panel, the retention element defining a bore (32) for receiving an 
associated threaded fixing element (48) which mounts the component to the 
support panel and a protrusion (56) which extends into the bore from a 
sidewall thereof (figure 7). 

- the protrusion including a rib which extends generally parallel with a 
longitudinal axis of the bore (figure 8). 
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Regarding claim 2, Dienst discloses wherein the retention element includes a 
boss which extends from the support panel (figure 6). 

Regarding claim 3, Dienst discloses wherein the boss is formed from plastic 
(abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 12, 15-17, 19-21, 23 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Bartos et al. [US 5,704,750] in view of Dienst [US 
6,225,566]. 

Regarding claims 1, 6-7, 15, 19, Bartos et al. disclose a support member (figure 
3), comprising: 

- a support panel (figure 3); 

- a retention element (24) for use in mounting an associated component (28) to 
the support panel, the retention element defining a bore (figure 3) for 
receiving an associated threaded fixing element (10) which mounts the 
component to the support panel and a protrusion which extends into the bore 
from a sidewall thereof (figure 3); and 
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- The bore including a first portion located adjacent to a fixing element 
receiving opening of the bore and a second portion, spaced from the opening, 
wherein the second portion having a smaller diameter then the first portions 
(figure 3). 

Bartos et al. disclose instant claimed invention except for the protrusion including 
a rib which extends generally parallel with a longitudinal axis of the bore. 

Dienst discloses a support member having a retention element defining a bore 
(figures 6-7) for receiving an associated threaded fixing element (48), wherein the bore 
includes protrusions (56, figure 7) which extends from the inner wall of the bore, 
wherein the protrusion includes a rib which extends generally parallel with a longitudinal 
axis (58, figures 7-8) of the bore. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add the rib design of Dienst in Bartos et al., for the purpose of 
providing more friction when the fixing element inserts/removes from the bore. 

Regarding claim 2, Bartos et al., as modified, further disclose wherein the 
retention element being formed of a boss that extends from the support panel (figure 3). 

Regarding claim 3, Bartos et al., as modified, disclose the boss being formed of 
plastic (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 4, Bartos et al., as modified, disclose wherein the bore includes 
a first portion located adjacent to a fixing element receiving opening of the bore and a 
second portion, spaced from the opening, the second portion having a smaller diameter 
than the first portion (figure 3). 
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Regarding claim 12, Bartos et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for 
wherein the protrusion subtends an angle from a longitudinal axis of the bore of at least 
10 degrees. 

Dienst discloses wherein the protrusion subtends an angle from a longitudinal 
axis of the bore of at least 10 degrees (figure 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the protrusion design of Dienst in Bartos et al., for the 
purpose of providing resilient fit about the shaft of the screw. 

Regarding claims 16 and 23, Bartos et al., as modified, disclose a combination of 
a retention element and a fixing element (figure 3) comprising: 

- a retention element (24) which defines a bore and a projection which extends 
into the bore; and 

- a threaded fixing element (22) which is received by the bore and which is 
capable of forming a helical groove in the bore, the projection engaging a 
threaded portion of the fixing element as the threaded fixing element is 
threadably engaged with the groove. 

Bartos et al. disclose instant claimed invention except for the protrusion including 
a rib which extends generally parallel with a longitudinal axis of the bore. 

Dienst discloses a support member having a retention element defining a bore 
(figures 6-7) for receiving an associated threaded fixing element (48), wherein the bore 
includes protrusions (56, figure 7) which extends from the inner wall of the bore, 
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wherein the protrusion includes a rib which extends generally parallel with a longitudinal 
axis (58, figures 7-8) of the bore. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add the rib design of Dienst in Bartos et aL, for the purpose of 
providing more friction when the fixing element inserts/removes from the bore. 

Regarding claim 17, Bartos et aL, as modified, further disclose wherein the fixing 
member comprises a screw (figure 3). 

Regarding claim 20, Bartos et al., as modified, disclose wherein the imaginary 
circle having a diameter which is less than a maximum diameter of the screw (figure 3). 

Regarding claim 21, Bartos et al. disclose wherein the imaginary circle having a 
diameter which is about that of the minimum diameter of the screw (figure 3). 

Regarding claim 29, Bartos et al. disclose the retention element being integrally 
formed with the support panel. 

Bartos et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for the apparatus 
having a plurality of retention means. 

Dienst discloses the panel having a plurality of retentions means being mounted 
thereon (figure 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have a plurality of retentions means in the support panel of 
Bartos et al., as suggested by Dienst, in order to mount a plurality of components 
thereon the support panel. 
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6. Claims 8-9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bartos et al. in view of Dienst and Orban [US 4,535,656]. 

Regarding claim 8, Bartos et al. disclose a support member (figure 3), 
comprising: 

- a support panel (figure 3); 

- a retention element (24) for use in mounting an associated component (28) to 
the support panel, the retention element defining a bore (figure 3) for 
receiving an associated threaded fixing element (10) which mounts the 
component to the support panel and a protrusion which extends into the bore 
from a sidewall thereof (figure 3). 

- The bore including a first portion located adjacent to a fixing element 
receiving opening of the bore and a second portion, spaced from the opening, 
wherein the second portion having a smaller diameter then the first portions 
(figure 3). 

Bartos et al. disclose instant claimed invention except for the protrusion including 
a rib which extends generally parallel with a longitudinal axis of the bore and wherein 
the protrusion including an outer surface which defines an arc of an imaginary circle 
which is concentric with the bore. 

Dienst discloses a support member having a retention element defining a bore 
(figures 6-7) for receiving an associated threaded fixing element (48), wherein the bore 
includes protrusions (56, figure 7) which extends from the inner wall of the bore, 
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wherein the protrusion includes a rib which extends generally parallel with a longitudinal 
axis (58, figures 7-8) of the bore. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add the rib design of Dienst in Bartos et al., for the purpose of 
providing more friction when the fixing element inserts/removes from the bore. 

Orban discloses a support member having a retention element defining a bore 
(figures 2 and 4) for receiving an associated threaded fixing element (14), wherein the 
bore includes first and second protrusions (22) which extends from the inner wall of the 
bore, wherein the protrusion includes a rib which extends generally parallel with a 
longitudinal axis (30, figure 2) of the bore and wherein the protrusion including an outer 
surface which defines an arc of an imaginary circle which is concentric with the bore 
(figure 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add the rib design of Orban in Bartos et al., as modified, for the 
purpose of providing more friction when the fixing element inserts/removes from the 
bore. 

Regarding claim 9, Bartos et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for 
the protrusion including first and second side surfaces. 

Dienst discloses the protrusion including first and second side surfaces which 
connect the outer surface of the protrusion with a side wall of the bore (figure 4). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the protrusion design of Dienst in Bartos et al., for the 
purpose of providing rigidity of the bore. 

Regarding claim 13, Bartos et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for 
wherein the protrusion subtends and angle from the longitudinal axis of the bore of less 
than 30 degrees. 

Dienst discloses wherein the protrusion subtends and angle from the longitudinal 
axis of the bore of less than 30 degrees (figures 7-8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the protrusion design of Dienst in Bartos et al., for the 
purpose of providing resilient fit about the shaft of the screw. 

7. Claims 14, 22 and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bartos et al., as modified, as applied to claims 1, 8, 23 and 25 above, 
and further in view of Slater [US 4,580,689]. 

Regarding claims 14, 22 and 27-28, Bartos et al., as modified, disclose the 
instant claimed invention except for the support member comprising a chassis of an 
imaging device. 

Slater discloses a support member (18) being used within a chassis of an 
imaging device (figures 2-3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the support member with a chassis of Bartos et al., as 
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modified, as suggested by Slater, in order to secure component with the panel through 
a support member, wherein the protrusion subtends an angle from a longitudinal axis of 
the bore of at least 10 degree to 30 degree. 

Regarding claim 24, Bartos et al. a as modified, disclose the instant claimed 
invention except for a chassis which including a plurality of the retention elements. 

Slater discloses a chassis (10) having a plurality of the retention elements (18), a 
plurality of the fixing members (12) and at least one component (16) which is clamped 
to the chassis with the fixing elements and the retention elements (figures 1-3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the plurality of retention members with a chassis of Bartos et 
al., as modified, as suggested by Slater, for the purpose of closing chassis with 
base/cap/cover and further to protect components therein the chassis. 

Regarding claims 25-26, the claimed method steps are inherit in the product 
structure. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 10-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The cited references in combination with the prior art of record fail to teach or 
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suggest the protrusion having first and second side surfaces extending from an inner of 
the bore being tapered toward an end of the bore. 



10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6-17, 19-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 



9/20/06 
Hung Bui 
Art Unit 2841 





